GUEST MESSAGE FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 2008,
FAMILY OF CHRIST LUTHERAN, GAGE ELEMENTARY, ROCHEST ER, MN

Text: Isaiah 51:1-6

Introduction

Grace, peace and mercy be unto you from God otmeFand from our Lord and our Savior Jesus
Christ, our Rock, our hope for the past, for thespnt and for the future! Amen

I’'m sure you've all heard the old clique, ‘A PICTERS WORTH A 1,000 WORDS’. Being a
visual learner myself, I know the truth of thatcle. Last week end our daughter Jenny from Milveauk
was home and shared her pictures of a recenthteiihad just returned from in Thailand and Malaysia.
Wow! Her pictures spoke volumes and yet with pugtw words about her experience behind each
picture Jenny could change the whole picture wide@per understanding and meaning about the
beautiful green scenery, the colorful Buddhist tesa@nd shrines and the numerous people’s faces she
saw and met.

That's really how God’s Word works, also. Whensee the picture of the world we live in via
TV, inter net, movies, magazines, newspapers aad ewat we see in our own life’s experiences. What
we hear about God and His promises from His Woig Mdice, changes the picture of our entire world
view. From frustration, despair, hopelessness &@ébrd changes our perspective to confidence,
conviction, promise and hope. God’s Word convkaw we see our lives and our world, past present
and future.

In our Old Testament lesson, Isaiah 51, by Goddegme are being invited to listen to God’s
Word. In order that we might see the picture oiG@race for us in whatever captivity or burderiear
or anxiety each of us are dealing with.

GOD'’S VOICE, GOD’S WORD CHANGES OUR PICTURE, OURBAV OF EVERYTHING!
And that is what | want to talk to you about dditbit this morning.
l.

In verses 1, 2, 3 of our Isaiah 51 lesson God’sergives us a picture of His work in the past.tiing
the hope of the past, in our present circumstargies,us a picture of hope for the future.

“look to the rock from which you were hewn, to thequarry from which you were dug”.
Isaiah, is speaking to people who will soon beesuify under what is called the Babylonian Captiaty
King Nebuchadnezzar. The Assyrians are at thesgdtéerusalem. God’s people have been under a

siege, basic necessities of food and water areniegodepleted. The ominous prophecy of that



Babylonian Captivity is being fulfilled firsthandlhe lives of God’s people are in ruins! | hope yan
get the picture of the intense situation God’s fpeegere under at the time of Isaiah 51.

But, you see, it’s in that intense context God tigio His prophet Isaiah enters this picture and lift
God’s voice. He calls for people to close theieeyf fear and hopelessness and simply listenHeAs
tells them once again of God’s work in their pastdry to give them in their present situation tufa
hope. And isn’'t that what we all are looking for?

Yahweh, invites them to consider, Abraham and Savahdering and barren nomads with no
children, two strangers in a strange land. Rementhigestories of Abraham and Sarah? And, yet, from
these two insignificant people, God brought fortrele nation - a nation from which the Savior o t
entire world would be born.

God’s voice, God’s Word reveals the power of Gothte the weak and use them for His
strength. Ir2 Corinthians 12,some of my favorite verses of the entire BiblsaysMy grace is
sufficient for you’ says the Lord * for My power is made perfect in weakness ... for when you are
weak then you are strong’. God’s voice, God’s Word changes waste places alugress and desert to
be like the Garden of Eden. | hope you are gettiegpicture, it's beautiful, it's miraculous. Wtren
awesome picture of desert to garden, of you anéfone nothing to living human beings. My youngest
daughter, Rachel and her husband Brad are havinfiyshgrandchild soon. We got to see ultra sound
pictures of the baby. Basically from nothing isngecreated by God’s grace by God’s design by God’s
plan and God’s Word my grandchild! God'’s voice d@dWord brings comfort, joy, gladness,
thanksgiving, the voice of song in the midst ofdsaess and mourning and anxiety and depression and
illness for God’s people ‘you who pursue righteass) you who seek the Lord'.

God’s Word, God’s voice does all that! ‘listen’jvg attention’, ‘look’, ‘lift up your eyes’. Gete
picture!
.

When we look at the picture of the world we liveaimd see people’s condition, our own
condition, we can find ourselves in captivity aalras that Babylonian Captivity. It's not the Asaps at
the gates of Rochester, it's not a siege by Kingldbadnezzar. But, life's picture can be pretiablat
times, even in the midst of affluent Rochester fpeape in captivity to all kinds of issues and isnhs
don’t know what issues or isms have captivated yBut, | do know God’s voice, God’s invitation ‘to
listen’, and ‘to look to the rock’ is coming to yamd me as well. The rock the people of Isaiahis d
were to look upon was their past through Abrahath@arah. To see what God had done for them
through these weak, sojourning, nomadic, childpessple. The Rock God invites us to look upon is
Jesus Christ, the descendant of Abraham and Sanaigh whom God fulfilled His promise of a Savior



for the entire world. In whom we find and receaug righteousness in God’s sight even when evergthi
in our lives is all wrong. In Jesus, we have reegiGod’s righteousness and salvation, and thratls
solid! This is from the One who was born in a basrGod incarnate, who was crucified and died wpon
cross as a common criminal in our place, who weedafrom the dead for us. Through Jesus, God in
flesh and blood, God has forgiven all our wrondispar sins and has declared us to be righteo@od’s
sight and free from the captivity of sin’s guilatdn’s accusations and lies and death’s fearsvheo we
seek the Lord through faith, you and | see Jesad, <3N ord, God’s voice in flesh and blood, our Rock
‘upon whom the church stands, and the gates ofshall not prevail against it".

[l
In verses 4, 5 & 6 of Isaiah 51, God’s voice - God/ord, in our text, is extended to all nationsh®
coastlands, a light to the peoples, and we aretapthis great picture of salvation. God’s vomgens
our eyes to God’s mission, to God’s purpose faiougll as many people as possible about Jesus, our
Rock. So that in their captivity, in their anxegj in their fears, in their wrongs they can hawgeh Like
we have hope to know God'’s righteousness drawstaghem, also. Hope to know God’s salvation has
gone out to them, also. And it's simply receivedaagift through hearing God’s voice, receiving God
Word in the little, weak, empty, barren hand otfifaiWe see the big, the whole, the awesome picture
God’s grace and love for us in Jesus Christ, owkRo

When, in Isaiah 51, we're invited tift up our eyes to the heavens and to look at thearth
beneath’, we see the pictures of climate change, of inangasatural disasters, tornados, hurricanes,
cyclones, tsunamis, earthquakes, sectarian violevens, mortgage crisis, wall street jitters, famil
dysfunction, marriage divorce, diagnosis of diseagatever! You get the picture! All of it pictag the
truth of God’s Word, God'’s voicthe heavens vanish like smoke, the earth wears olike a garment’
and we are part of that picture.

God’s Word - God’s voice - God'’s picture is wortlora than a 1,000 words. It gives us hope and
offers us to see the big picture. Because of husirathis world indeed will not last, it is rapidisapidly
changing. God’s voice, God’s Word speaksHis salvation which will be forever’, it will always last.
When everything else is long gone, Jerusalem, AssBabylon, Rochester, the United States of
America, this old world or whatever, God’s love,d30grace, God'’s forgiveness, God'’s salvation, God’
righteousness will never end. What God has donadahrough Jesus, our Savior, our Lord, our Rock,
our hope when everything else is sinking sand, alillays last. Your righteousness, your final vetrdi
before Almighty God for Jesus sake is and alwaykshsi‘forgiven’, you are loved by God and always,
always will be. And that’s the BIG PICTURE!



Conclusion

Our Old Testament lesson, Isaiah 51, opens witplpdike you and me seeking and pursuing the
Lord and His righteousness as they face some awfiimstances in their lives. By the end of oud Ol
Testament reading what and whom they are seekithgarsuing are revealed = salvation and
righteousness that are forever! That is the paféstening, of giving attention to God’s voice, God’s
Word. It gives you the big picture of God’s lowa fyou.

Whatever burden you carry this day, and whatevgtiaty captivates each of you, simply listen
to the voice of God, the Word of God, to Jesus sEhour Rock.

It gives you the whole picture to see God’s sabrafit work = in your past, in your present, and in
your future, forever!
Romans 11 ‘Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdonmd knowledge of God ... for from Him and
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be dory forever. And all God’s people said
‘AMEN’ .

And now may the peace of God which passes all stateding keep your hearts and your minds

in the one true faith in Jesus Christ, our Rocknef



