THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SAT. AUG. 29, 5 PM & SUN. AUG. 30, 2009, 9 AM

++ +

MESSAGE

The Heart of the Matter, the heart of sin and the leart of God’s grace!

“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes= that is the ¥ Table of God’s Law which apply to our relationshijth
God,and the just decrees that's the ¥ Table of God’s Law which apply to our relationshijth others,
that | am teaching you and do them, that you may \ie” (Deut. 4:1) Hmmm! Do them! It doesn’t say try
your best, it doesn’t say give it your best shiadoesn’t say be as good as you can be. But, Gbdisl, God’s
Law, I and 29 Table, says

‘DO THEM, THAT YOU MAY LIVE!

We just sang ‘The Law of God Is Good and Wise'.dAmdeed it is. The first, of the three uses otiGd.aw,
curbs or orders our days. God’s natural law o¥igydor example, gravity works because it is tlaunal law
of God, not because we control it. We can tryemgt this natural law of God JUMP but God’s Lavi wi
always win, bringing you back down to reality. Ttheéd use of God’s Law guides our deeds, our woods
actions. For example break the speed limit ancethee consequences, rob a bank there are conseguésl
a fib it will catch up to you there are consequancéod’s Law will always win, bring us back toliga And
the second use of God’s Law, the most importanofisgod’s Law, even more important than the law of
gravity which curbs us or law and order which gsids, is the Law of God which mirrors us, showsuwstrue

human nature, our heaRpmans 3

‘No one will be declared righteous in God’s sight ¥ observing the Law, rather through the Law we

become conscious of sin’.

And that is what | want to talk to you about ddithit this weekend. Based upon the hi lightede&srof our
lessons, as we get to thEEART OF THE MATTER, the heart of our sin and the heart of God’s grace!

|. Moses words are pretty straightforward areméyt? Do God’s Law and you will live. He also seBod’s
people’Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdan and your understanding in the sight of the
peoples, who when they hear these statutes, willys&urely this great nation is a wise and understaaing
people’. WOW! Doing God'’s Law gives you life! Doing Godisaw gives you wisdom! Doing God’s Law
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gives you understanding! Doing God’s Law gives gaeeputation! So let’s go to it people! Let's@od’s
Law. Let's dig deep into God’s Law. Let’s leahose 10 Commandments well. Let’s learn thosetestu
Let’s abide by those rules. Let’s understand thodgements. Let’'s heed those testimoniéslake them
known to your children and your children’s children” as Moses says and you will have wisdom, you will

have understanding, you will have reputation andwal live!

But learn them, know them and try, try, try, tmy, &nd try some more to do them as much as yowawedrihen
listen toJames 2'Whoever keeps the whole Law but fails in one poinhas become guilty of it all’. Oh,
Oh!

Unless you've deceived yourself and the truth isimgou ,as we just heard with our confessionia$ swhen
you look into that mirror of God’s good and perfeatv, it becomes all too evident that all of us éé&ailed at

that ‘one point’. So you are guilty and bear imsequences!

Keep the Law and you will live! Fail and you wdlie. And how many of us are going to die? Doltae and
you will have wisdom and understanding! Fail aond will be left confused and foolish. Keep the Lamd
you will have a reputation. Fail and you will keetlaughing stock of all the demons of hell.

Call it a statute, call it a decree, call it a rudall it a testimony, call it a commandment ssiail still God’s
Law. And a law is a law, is a law, is a law, im@& and a law of any other name stings just aspbparith it's
consequences = guilt and condemnation and deathedhd

Il. So, my people ‘what shall we do, that we miag?’. We haven't nor can we keep God’s Law, oeautts

are inclined only to evil. We have stumbled aalteh time and time again, our wisdom, our undeuditay,

our reputation are all ruined. “What shall we that we may live?” Our lessddeut. 4tells us, as Jesus

invites usHear Me, all of you and understand’ (Mark 7), ‘What a great nation = what a great people is
there that has a god so near to it as the Lord ou®od is to us, whenever we call upon Him’There it is!

‘call upon the Lord, who is as near as the Lord ouGod’ Confronted with God’s Law and it's consequences
= confess you sins, don’t try to hide them, doryttdb deny them, don't try to ignore them, donit to blame

somebody elsécall upon the Lord’.

And He is right here: Immanuel = God with us in M/and Sacraments, His means of grace to us ftr 'd®
and live’. The Lord is not evasive or deceptiv€he Lord is not hiding though He is masked in YWerd and
Sacraments:Call upon Him’ in your sinfulness. There truly can be no moesséd and no more greater

people than the people of Immanuel Lutheran, Plamknowing that our God is near = God is with us!
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Because when God is with us, He brings us His Vergess, He gives us His grace, He shows us Hisymerc
When God is with us, whigall upon Him’ all of God’s and our enemies, sin, death, helldaeastated,
destroyed, defeated and can not harm us. What geeale we are, that’s our reputation in heaveoahse we
are God’s people, His New Israel, His Holy Christ@hurch here on earth.

God was with His people at the time of Moses atRbd Sea, in the pillars of cloud and fire in tHekodus.
God would be with His people to conquer enemy asiiieshut lion’s mouths, to open a fiery furndoeguide
a shepherd boys sling shot to bring down a giamid finally and most importantly God is with usmrmanuel
in the flesh and in the blood of Jesus Christ ood @acarnate, conceived in the womb of a Virginirbio a
barn to a step father carpenter, as an itineracher, who stepped into our place to be our subst@End submit
Himself to the same Law of God which condemnsAisd Jesus Christ did for us what we fail time anakt
and time again to do. Jesus keeps God’s Law pfbrfeaariously and then He innocently dies on thess for
all of us who have failed to keep God’s Law. S®lkecause of what Jesus has done for us not wiaawe
done, that we live! We live full and forgiven afuigiving lives now ‘calling upon the Lord = Immagly God
with us’ and we live full and forgiven lives foravealling upon the Lord = Immanuel, God with ustjth the

angels and archangels and all the company of heaven

lll. In our Gospel lesson for today. Jesus takes Law of God, to which so much had been addeldsan
much taken away, so it was hardly recognizableraoge as God’s 10 Commandments, just as peopleoarg d
today. Those who wanted to justify themselves dddé5od’s Law so they could declare themselvesnchey
all they kept = their traditions. Making doctriag adiaphora and making adiaphora doctrine likéh@sd last
weekend. And those who wanted to eat, drink anchéey subtracted from God’s Law with excuse after
excuse so they could justify themselves in theifusness. Just like those today who want to resefarriage
and Pastoral ordination by church votes and naherWord of God. But, regardless what has beerdtl
God’s Law or has been taken away from God’s Lasygdeets it straight, Jesus says it strdigist not what
goes into a person that defiles him or her but its what comes out that defiles usiur thoughts, our words,
our deeds are sin full. Jesus has come near ttogay in the message of God’s Law and Gospellglear
divided by your Pastor. Jesus has come near t@ogay to give you His forgiveness of all your ietioughts,
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, covgtiwickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slandatep
foolishness’ and you and | are guilty of everyohé&ose sins and more. But, just as Jesus decddiréabds to
be clean, most importantly Jesus, God with us, Immehin Word and Sacrament has declared you tdelaa ¢
and holy and righteous and forgiven in the sighGofl. And through faith in Jesus ‘we put on thhble
armor of God — the belt of truth, the breastpldteghteousness, the sandals of the gospel ofgpelae shield
of faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of 8@rit = the Word of God, His Law and Gospel arel'nake

3



them known to our children and our children’s children’, for we do not battle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, ag#iescosmic powers over this present darknessnstgae
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly placeshdithat is the true

HEART OF THE MATTER, THE HEART OF SIN AND THE HEART OF GOD’S GRACE. Amen



