Sermon for Sat./Sun. Sept. 20 & 21, 2008

Lessons: Isaiah 55:6-9 - God’s thoughts are not our thesigRhilippians 1:12-14, 19-30 - For me to liveCisrist,

and to die is gain; Matthew 20:1-16 - Jesus’ pa&ralblthe generous master of the house to labardleivineyard.

Intro: 1 don’t know about you, but right now, | don’tally want to die. Oh, don’t get me wrong, | wanigo to
heaven. As we just sang for our children’s mesddgaven is a wonderful place filled with glory andgge. I'm
gonna see my Savior’s face, heaven is a wonddeaép | know this because of the ‘generosity’ of Godjsace to
me, a sinner. That's Jesus’ parallel in His pagdildm our Gospel lesson found in Matt. 20, ofriester of the house
hiring laborers for his vineyard, all for the sapsg, all by grace. That ‘last one' in Jesus' darsbme, a sinner, who
will be made first by the generous grace of Goddeaven. ‘For God’s thoughts aren’t my thoughtsige God! And
‘God’s ways aren’t my ways’ praise the Lord! Fesus’ sake and for Jesus’, God’s grace persongadd alone
heaven is a wonderful place prepared for me and you
But, | don’t want to die, mainly for two reasonfirst of all, my life in this world is to good; ldve a beautiful and
wonderful wife, | have two awesome daughters agceat son-in-law. I'm soon to be a Grandpa. bt,fRachel has
it all figured out that Fridays will be Grandpa’'aydcare day. | have a super extended family antstzn friends in
many of you. | have a beautiful home and gardérsve my pickup truck and my dog, Deuce. Whataroould a
man need or want? By the grace of God, | havi ithand besides, like the Apostle Paul, beingactesr and pastor in
the church means ‘fruitful labor for me’. As myckup truck rear window sticker saykife is good! So, | don’'t want
to die, though | want to go to heaven.
The second reason | don't want to die is becadsa’t want to suffer. | don’t want the diseasedoh’t want the
hospital and hospice beds. | don’'t want the okl @@mplications of alzheimers, of dementia, of Wickairs, of
nursing assistants feeding and bathing me. | dearit the pain. | don’t want the loneliness, nay af the trials and
tribulations associated with death and dieing.
I like to listen to country music, and one of mistahe favorite singers is Kenny Chesney. He lhassame taste in
clothes as | do... sleeveless shirts, shortsblaiseaps and cowboy hats -- to the frustratiomgfwife. 1 like his
attitude of life: "Kick back on the beach,"” andatfe a beer in Mexico" (or Minnesota, for that nttéShe [my wife]
thinks my tractor's (or at least my lawnmower) séxyheard a new song of Kenny Chesney’s the atlagron the
radio entitled; ‘Everybody wants to go to heavest, their wings and fly around, everybody wantsadaheaven, but
nobody wants to go now’. For me, Kenny Chesnegigyss so true. | want to go to that ‘wonderfudg# filled with
glory and grace. | want to see me Savior’s faoet’l don’t want to suffer and die.
And that’'s what | want to talk to you about a étbit today based on our highlighted verse of ppidins 1:21:

‘FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN'.



I
The Apostle Paul actually wrote those words whdeatas under house arrest, imprisonment, in Rot'ePaul’s first
of two Roman imprisonments. The second imprisorimenild lead to his execution. Paul has been isopied,
we're told, ‘for Christ’, that is, for preaching @teaching that Jesus Christ is Lord. {rCentury Imperial Rome, the
Caesars were considered to be lord, represenwtvehe gods of Mt. Olympus. To preach and teswhething other
than Caesar as lord was considered treason, loe &ety least, political suicide.
Well, the Apostle Paul wasn’t much into being ‘picklly correct’, and he boldly and confidently polied and taught
that ‘JESUS alone IS LORD’! Not a political longipt a new Caesar, and not simply a representatitreeqods of Mt.
Olympus, but that Jesus is OUR Lord God! Like Pasl continue to boldly and confidently confessum catechism:
‘| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begottetnefFather from eternity, and also true man, lebthe Virgin Mary,
is my Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned crgatucbased and won me from all sins, death amd fro
the power of the devil’. Jesus is our Lord God whme to this planet earth, to substitute Himsetur place upon
the cross. Jesus is our Lord God who, out of #regpsity of His grace, redeemed us and exchangesirdul
condition in His sight for His righteousness, inance and blessedness. JESUS IS LORD! And becétisat fact
alone, | will be welcomed, as you will be, ‘throufgiith’ into heaven when | die. Because, wheth&aht to or not,
it's not an option you and | have. All of us wdlile, and in the process, we will suffer. How tfeed’s Word is:
‘God’s ways are not my ways, God’s thoughts arenmpthoughts’. Suffering and death are the conseges and the
reality of our sin. Romans 6 says ‘the wagesmisdeath’. A wage is what you earn, like theolalos in the
vineyard, except, in their case, they didn't getitminey earned. They all generously and equatigived God’s
unearnable grace. Have you ever lied or eversjustched the truth a little bit? Then you’ll mufand die. Have you
ever gossiped or talked about another person béhaidback? Then you'll suffer and die. Havereyou coveted,
that is, been discontented, even when life is goddfen you'll suffer and die. Have you ever dsgrected anyone in
authority? Then you’ll suffer and die. Have yaglected God’s Word or failed to put Jesus as tird bf your life?
Have you cursed, swore, or even been superstitidih you'll suffer and die. James ch. 4 saysyygne who
knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t dons,'si So, whether | want to or not, no matter if pigkup truck rear
window affirms that ‘Life is good’. | will die, ashso will all of you, as the wage of our sin. Taostle Paul did. He
was eventually beheaded by the Imperial Guardaafs@r, for preaching and teaching our Christigh falJESUS IS
LORD.

[l
But, it's in these realities of life and death tRaul was inspired by the Spirit of Jesus Christtite the words of
Philippians 1: 21,FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN."
We can affirm the same Word of God in our lives dedths by the same grace of God which confesB&JS IS
LORD! Life IS good! ‘To live is Christ’ means tese the time, opportunities and people God hasaysly given in
our lives to share the love of Jesus. Even whilgrison among the Imperial Guard, Paul sharedbtreof Jesus. So



we are told, others became ‘much more bold to s@maks Word without fear’. That’s also our purpaseur

blessed and good lives, to share Jesus Christoth#rs; our spouses, our children, our grandamldour family, our
friends, our enemies for that matter. Love themaoduheir animosity towards you. God has loved.yd_et your
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Chris&s Paul writes to the Philippians ‘that you amnsting firm in one
spirit, with one mind striving side by side for tfaéth of the gospel’. That's simply being the M&hristian Church
Immanuel Lutheran, Plainview. As a matter of f&itje by side’ is the meaning of the word 'syned'jn the

Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod. That's what negives my pick up truck rear window sticker it'saming; LIFE

IS GOOD!

It's the unity of spirit, the one mind, the strigiside by side, the faith of the gospel -- thedynews that Jesus is the
Lord of our life, by the generous grace of God,ahhnelps us face and confront the reality of suffeand death,
whether we want to suffer and die or not. | deveint to die of a heart attack or stroke. | doréinivto die of cancer or
the effects of it's treatments. | don’'t want ie df some neurological disease. | don’t wantieid a vehicular
accident. | don’t want to die of all the complicais of old age. | don’t want to suffer througlesk things any more
than the Apostle Paul really wanted his head tslioed off. But, just as in the grace of God fas heavens are higher
than the earth’, ‘as God’s ways and God’s thoubigber than my thoughts,” we face life with alkithlessings and
sufferings, and we face the reality of death withsufferings and blessings. Also, because JESUSORD, our Lord
God over sin, over death, over hell itself. As ocatechism continues to confess ‘All this our Ldid that | should be

His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and servienHby serving others.

[ll. The reality and the impact of our verse Ripians 1:21 was put to the test with our brotheClmist, Bud
Petersen. Remember Bud? With his cowboy boaidptie of country music, he would loan his speakarshe
outdoor service in summers past, he recorded namsiche Christmas story for our live nativity, hedded build our
stewardship altar a few years ago, he made mships model before he died. Bud, his wife Lougane their
daughters Bonnie and Beverly were faced with soemg, wery difficult decisions about Bud’s healtieav years ago.
There’s a whole lot more to the story that | ddv@tre time to share. But, | remember meeting a¥&ty’s hospital
around this big conference table with all theset@sg nurses, therapists, clinicians -- everyoragis their input
about Bud's situation. Then the family and | wena little chapel room on the top floor of the M&hry building of
St. Mary’s. We talked, prayed and cried, and sh&ed’s Word from Philippians 1:21, "For me to ligeChrist, and
to die is gain.” It’s that Word of God which ledi® Lougene, Bonnie and Beverly to confidentlyraiffthat Jesus is
Lord and witness to others through Bud'’s sufferng eventual death. The Petersen’s are peopifhlytiespect for
their Christian witness. Bud’s nurse contactedame talked with me about what he had witnessedigir@ud,
Lougene, Beverly and Bonnie’s Christian examplés |He was affected just like the lives of the leral Guards
during Paul’'s Roman imprisonment. ‘Let your manoklife be worthy of the gospel of Christ ... stamglifirm in one
spirit, striving with one mind, side by side, fbwetfaith of the gospel’ in the face of life and ttheand suffering makes
a huge impact upon other people’s view that ‘L§good’ with Jesus Christ as Lord.



Conclusion
As the rear window sticker on my pick up truck sdyke is good’ and mine is so good, to good. Jankicking back
with Kenny Chesney and having a beer on my pdtiove my wife and daughters and my son-in-lavecah’t wait to
be Grandpa and for Friday’s to be Grandpa’s dag-day. | appreciate all of your Christian frieniggsh | don’t want
to die, and | don’t want to suffer. But, when ldie, and | will, as you will, also, as the wagésin, it will be God'’s
ways, not my ways. It will be God’s thoughts, not thoughts. It will be by the ‘generosity’ of Gedjrace and love
for us sinners that He will welcome us into heavethat wonderful place filled with glory and gmowhere we're
gonna see our Savior’s face’. Heaven is a wontiplace!
Because Jesus is Lord! Life IS good!

Philippians 1: 21 ‘For me to live is Christ, and todie is gain’!l Amen



