— “Christ has been raised from the dead” — Nember 23, 2008 -
— Last Sunday of the Church Year — 1 Corintlans 15:20-28 — Pastor Scott Hirssig —

The Resurrection of the Dead until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
2 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, #* The last enemy to be destroyed is deaffor
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleepor “God has put all things in subjection under his
as by a man came death, by a man has come also feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in
the resurrection of the deadFor as in Adam all subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who pu
die, so also in Christ shall all be made aliv8ut all things in subjection under himWhen all
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, than things are subjected to him, then the Son himself
his coming those who belong to ChrisThen will also be subjected to him who put all things in
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to = subjection under him, that God may be all in all.
God the Father after destroying every rule and 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (ESV)
every authority and powef.For he must reign

| greet you with grace, mercy and peace from GadFather, and Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, aad th

Holy Spirit, who lives within us, as believers, esmgring us.

Today, we observe the last Sunday of the church y&8hen we salast, usually we think about an
ending. In reference to the church year, we spbakit the last days on earth. But, for us, ass@ians, the
last days actually bring a renewal, or resurrectidhe coming of an everlasting kingdom, a newkeaand a
new earth. As we study scripture, it tells us thatare currently living in the last days. Ourstlgi lesson, in
keeping with that theme, is taken from what isezdhihe resurrection chapter. The outline heading of this
section is called “The Resurrection of the Deadgd aur section is part of that. What makes tlogsible is
in the very first verse of our lesson, as Paul jarots “Christ has been raised from the dead This
fundamental message is repeated over and over iagdie@ New Testament. It was shared in the liidb®
the people of the early church and the apostiescantinues to be shared in our lives today.fadt, John,
the apostle, in his gospel, states why the gospslwritten and why the entire Bible is preservegirg,*
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence ¢fet disciples, which are not written in this book®
but these are written so that you may believe thalesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his namegJohn 20:30-31 ESV) The same resurrection lif Jesus showed
Is passed to those who receive the life He wonhfem and now can in that resurrected power. Taere
however, critics, who say every religion makesmkabout the after-life and how to get there, arehehe
atheist, or secular humanist claims everything ithis life, nothing is after death, so....why beédhe Bible?
It is just another claim. It is true, that Chrstity is the only religious movement where the itedmlity of
the leader, Jesus, rests on the resurrection. odtitnresurrection, you would have a dead lead#&r an
therefore, what He promised about the resurreationld not be true. So, why should we believe laimg
He said? Alternatively, other religious foundermake no claims of personal resurrections, nor tiaee

returned from the dead to teach. They are simpaddand buried like every other human being. Jesus



different. He made the claim he would rise, and fidilowers testify that that is exactly what hapge. Is
there evidence of the resurrection of Jesus? lostlsat some of the evidence of the resurrectsnye gain a
deeper understanding and assurance of the faiffoagess. We will also see why Jesus is referrad te

first-fruits offering, and what that means for us.

Some of the critics of the resurrection claim thegus never died and only appeared to rise, athgrs
he only died physically, not spiritually, so no dder a physical bodily resurrection as the scriptieaches.
John in his gospel write$,But when they came to Jesus and saw that he wasealdy dead, they did not
break his legs* But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spr, and at once there came out blood
and water. John 19:33-34 ESV) This medically is a sign oftbethe clear fluid looking like water would
have surrounded the heart during heart failurethadlood would be coming from the heart. The isofd
were making sure that Jesus had already died.eTiv&n question that Jesus died. Jesus appeaysitally
multiple times to the disciples and others. Onghstase, Jesus offers Thomas physical proof, in 20ht
says, » Eight days later, his disciples were inside agaimnd Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them anddsé&Peace be with you.”” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; ahput out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”# Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blesaee those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” (John 20:26-29 ESV) Thomas has seen enough, tehipe Jesus calling Him Lord and God.
Jesus receives worship and commends Thomas arrd othe see with the eyes of faith. The disciplesitwv
on to testify to experiencing the resurrected Lartj that testimony was accompanied by miraclésf al
them suffering persecution, and eleven of the tevalpostles suffering tortuous deaths all for whayt
believed and new to be true. Peter testifidxr we did not follow cleverly devised myths whemwe made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesu€hrist, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
(2 Peter 1:16 ESV) They were eye witnesses atifieel, suffering for what they knew to be trughe Holy
Spirit brought people to faith and is still workit@day as more and more come to faith and He imgéb
you. Jesus is here to deliver you from the puneftrand power of sin, offering the free gift ofdiMeness

that cost Him on the cross. (Eph 2:8-10, 1 Pet)2:R4ay you too believe and receive His gift oelif

Yes, we proclaim® ...in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, thérstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. (1 Cor 15:20 ESV) The term first-fruit is temeferring to a sample of the harvest that would
be taken to the priests as an offering to the L@relv 23:10) Christ’s resurrection was a finsiH of the
resurrection harvest of eternal souls yet to codesus is the first to rise and those redeemealltovt  Just

as he rose, so we too, who trust in Him will ritsoa



Paul’'s next statement in the lessdiror as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall &be made alive.
(1 Cor 15:22 ESV) Sin was passed on from Adanstahus we all die, but the all in Christ does me@an,
universalism, the teaching that all will be savegardless faith, even those rejecting Christ, ssaceany
other scriptures contradict that. (Mark 16:16}%ithply means that Jesus passed eternal life t@ tvbe
believe, which is also evidenced by the next vdraesays? But each in his own order: Christ the first-
fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Chst. (1 Cor 15:23 ESV)

The next verse proclaims the final end to this dad we know it, as Paul sa§sThen comes the end,
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father aftedestroying every rule and every authority and
power. *For he must reign until he has put all his enemiesnder his feet. (1 Cor 15:24-25 ESV) Jesus
ushers in and rules in the new kingdom. PeterepdBut according to his promise we are waiting for
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousnedwells. (2 Peter 3:13 ESV) The time when Jesus
brings a new heavens and earth. The pHesmamies under his feetcomes from the practice at that time of
the subjects being lower then the sovereigns fe#tey bowed before the king seated on his thralesus
broke the power of death at the cross Paul cla#eseverything in subjection to the Son, and Jo®
subject to God, which means reigning as the trimitfpll Trinitarian glory. Yes, Jesus is Godtlmne of the
three persons that make up the one true God. iresug with God and fully God. (John 8:48; 103%2 Col
1:19; 2:9) This simply means the full trinity Wwieign.

Knowing Jesus is raised from the dead, and knowiagall this is coming what should we be about
today? Peter tells usBut the day of the Lord will come like a thief, aml then the heavens will pass away
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burnedip and dissolved, and the earth and the works that
are done on it will be exposed: Since all these things are thus to be dissolvedhat sort of people ought
you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the dayfaGod, (2
Peter 3:9-12 ESV) Our lives are to be lived in hedis and godliness as the Holy Spirit lives thraugh
waiting for the coming of Jesus. As believersidiokrs of Jesus, we are about what He told us, attivdw
28, his commission to the disciples and also°u§o therefore and make disciples of all nations,dptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, ® teaching them to observe all that
I have commanded you. And behold, | am with you alays, to the end of the age.’(Matt 28:19-20 ESV)
Sharing the good news of Jesus warning peopleeofdming end, baptizing and teaching. We proctain
resurrection for we know just as He rose so toawllerise, as we share this gospel message, céoing

others, living in His resurrected power. May Godrg this to us all.

In His name we pray, AMEN. May the peace of @uat passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus. AMEN.






