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It was a tremendous honor, and Zechariah was wegignped. He knew what was expected and
what needed to be done. All he had to do was ldprsome incense in the right way and tend to soine
lamps. But he was doing this in the Temple, inHloéy Place, near the presence of Almighty GodchEa
morning and evening, a priest would enter, triml#meps, and burn incense before the curtain that
separated him from the Ark of the Covenant = frompresence of the Lord. It happened every day, but
with 24 divisions of priests to share the dutiesyas a rare honor. On this particular day Zecthawas
chosen. He had to have been so excited to tellifesabout it when he got home. All was going as
planned when all of a sudden God intervened. Sheually how God works in our lives unexpectedly.
Through the smoke of incense, all of a sudden Zetngaw an angel. He no doubt squinted his ayes t
focus on what he was seeing. He was terrifiedyrenal reaction for any one of us. | wonder whaswa
greater: Zechariah’s astonishment at seeing ael anghe shock of hearing the angel Gabriel’'s w@rd
‘Your wife will have a baby and he will be the fouener of the Messiah’. Logically Zechariah’s mind
processed and questioned it: ‘How can this be?réX@o old. How can | be sure?’ It's as if hesva
asking, ‘give me a sign’. Poor Zechariah. Confieal with an unexpected blessing, he doubts. Astd y
he had already been given what he was seekingrtimeised miracle WAS the sign! But Gabriel gave
Zechariah what he was seeking: another sign. Zeuthariah became mute. He couldn’t speak when he
came from that Holy Place. He couldn’t speak whermot home. He couldn’t speak for 9 months, all
the while Elizabeth’s swelling belly was speakingd and clear = God keeps His promises. | wonder
what Zechariah was thinking when he first saw itie lboy, his son. Then, on thdf 8ay, when the boy
would be circumcised and presumably named Zecha#alshariah, having learned his lesson wrote on a
tablet ‘His name is John’ meaning Yahweh is grasioAnd in time, just as Gabriel had said, thaelit
John boy became the man we know as John the Bgptiegforerunner of the Savior of the world. The
lesson Zechariah learned and his story passedugrttus Advent service is = before we can speak of
God’s Word, we must listen to God’s Word. And tisatvhat | want to talk to you about a little biig

first midweek Advent service. As we just sang, 8 my soul, the Lord is on your side’.

l. We live lives filled with sound, noise actuallivany of us wake in the a.m. to the noise of lama
clock. We listen to the noise of the a.m. newsnd@md gloom, so we feel informed. We head out into

the world’s noise of traffic and people, cell phemmging, ipods or MP3 players. Where ever wevgo



are inundated with sound, noise. I'm not implyaipthese things are necessarily bad unto themselve
But I'm afraid we allow the world’s constant noigerob us of quietness, rob us of things that mimght
more important than the things of this world? DQawvé allow these gifts of technology to become
burdens and curses rather than blessings. Sonsepieaple like to surround themselves with all this
noise because they cannot bear silence. Becdaseespives people time to think, contemplate, ssse
their hearts and souls, their lives. And thatlsarvery uncomfortable at times. But, God stillsalk to
silence whether we like it or not, so we can lis@mwe can hear His voice, His Word, His Word of
promise and of life.

Il. The Bible, God’s Word is filled with example$ deliberate silencel Kings 19, Elijah heard God

in ‘a still small voice’, Ps. 46 tells us ‘be stiland know that the Lord is God’. Many times Jesus

took His disciples to a quiet place (Mark 6).There is always a purpose for this silence witlal Goholy
purpose for quiet with God. Zechariah was rightiyified by the Angel Gabriel appearing to him.
Because as a sinner he was terrified of the hdingfiough the world likes to excuse its wickedragss$
laugh off its guilt or drown out its conscience lwtoise. God’s Word reminds lBpm. 3 ‘what God'’s
Law says, it says ... so every mouth may be silencadd the whole world held accountable to God'.
Hearing God’s Law shows us who we are = sinnershawmdwe have failed = sinned and there’s nothing
we can say to change that reality. No excuse wegnee will change the fact we are sinners accdlata
to a holy God. No amount of noise can drown ou’'&baawful verdict = we are guilty before God, so
shut your mouth. But God’'s Word doesn’t leave wse¢h God calls us to silence so we can hear the
surprising words of His grace and mer@&imighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy pon

us and has given His only Son to die for us and fatis sake forgives us all our sins. To those who
believe on His name He gives power to become thaldren of God and has promised them His

Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shébe saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all'. We

don’t deserve to hear this Holy Absolution and nmibien Zechariah deserved to hear the promise of the
angel Gabriel. And we should be stunned to silemu: hearing such good news that we sinners are
forgiven. Sometimes we are stunned by an unexgegtefrom another person. ‘What a surprise. |
don’t know what to say’. How much more are we sethas God gives us gifts that are truly undeserved
As He gives us His gifts of Word and Sacramentwhiwme God’s Word isZephaniah 3, ‘The Lord

will quiet you by His love’. As a parent quiets a child who’s hurting, so @adgkts us with His tender
love and mercy. We can be still, we can be quietlking we are loved, knowing we are cared for,

knowing we are safe in God'’s everlasting arms.



lll. As we quietly hear God'’s voice, God callstodrust his promises. Zechariah was called tcstme
trust. Luke says Zechariah and Elizabeth wereghprihey trusted God. And yet even those who know
and trust the Lord fail. Some how when the prosseGod got personal, Zechariah found room for
doubt that God’s promises were really personallyhim and his life. Like Zechariah we have recdive
many promises from God’s Word personally also. samdhave something more than Zechariah had, we
have Zechariah’s story and example. We are cadi@arsonally believe what God’s Word says. We
have heard the very voice of God, not through anlget through God Himself incarnate, Jesus Christ.
Zechariah was given two miraculous signs and ire tira believed. But the miraculous signs we have
been given are even greater. We have the mestdgelwariah’s son, John the Baptist and we have the
message of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. We have ¢a¢egt sign of all, the birth, the life, the cruadn,

the resurrection, the ascension of our Savior wieaks to us His words of forgiveness of all oussin

Conclusion: God calls us to be quiet this Advesason if for no amount of time than this midweek
Advent service. God calls us to simply listen tig #bice. God calls us to hear His promises. Gall$
us to quiet our surroundings, our hearts, our mibdsstill my soul, so that the noise, the cacoghtre
chaos of our sinful nature, of this sinful world,Satan’s temptations, of death’s fears can bacdd.
And then God calls us to speak, to sing, to shoytraise, to voice our worship of Jesus as oud laord

Savior as we are doing this Advent service. Amen



