— “lI send my messenger” — December 7, 2008
— Second Sunday in Advent — Mark 1:1-8 — aBtor Scott Hirssig —

John the Baptist Prepares the Way > And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem
were going out to him and were being baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sirisow
John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a
leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and
wild honey.” And he preached, saying, “After me
comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.

| have baptized you with water, but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”

! The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God? As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way, the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight,” * John appeared,
baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

| greet you with, grace, mercy and peace from Qadrather and Jesus Christ our Risen Lord and the

Holy Spirit who lives within us as believers, emparimg us.

We are in the Second Sunday in Advent, a time @bg@ration, rejoicing and proclaiming the birth loé t
only true Savior, Jesus, who entered our worlduman form to die for our sins. In our gospel lesom
Mark, our attention is on John the Baptist, prempthe way for the Jesus just as the prophetshakien.

Are we to be prepared? Are we to proclaim? Id Galling to you? May we hear His good news.
THE FOUR GOSPELS

The good news of Jesus is recorded in the book&atthew, Mark, Luke and John in the Bible. But,ywh
have four? Why not just make one, with all theadset Imagine, that you were judge hearing testiynioom
four witnesses about a series of events and eatbxXatly the same details you would probably ashel
that they had gotten together, checked the stoxyagreed on what to tell. But if each testimoag Bome
parts the same, and other aspects that includeticeddl components, different perspectives of taes story,
the testimony would be more credible. In the wimadaf the Holy Spirit we have four gospels that télthe
good news of the gospel of Jesus, each similadifferent, giving a different perspective and defiént
target audience. Matthew, Mark and Luke are cahedSynoptic Gospels, or synopsis of the life bfi§.
They portray the miracles, parables and addresdese John includes deeper more abstract discqurses
conservations, prayers, more in meditation and comom as compared to the actions in the first thréet
even in Matthew, Mark and Luke, while more similareach other then to John, each is also veryrdiite
In Matthew, Jesus is the King, the Messiah, mard/ Tlstament references, with an appeal to the Aewis
mind, the Old Testament fulfilled in Jesus, keepantp what they knew from God’s word. Jesus is the
promised one, while in Mark, Jesus is the Perfect&t, more about deeds than proving who He is,

appealing to the Roman practical mind. In Lukeudas Son of Man, appealing to the Greek worldyyna



details about the humanity of Jesus, absent frenothers. John portrays the deity of Jesus, in dudre is
no genealogy, or about his birth, boyhood, temgiatiransfiguration, no appointing of the disciples
parables, no ascension or great commission. In Jesus is called the Word, which is God’s namsysles
creator, the only begotten of the Father, Lamb @d,Gand the | Am’s, a name of God, the theological
discourses, and the high priestly prayer, and stheigue to John. You read and study all fouryamd

continue to deepen in your understanding of whaslesally is, as your faith grows.

Today we hear from the Holy Spirit, through MaiMark is the shortest of all the gospels, very didti
and to the point. There is nothing about the witgith, nor any reference to his birth, no onmisrested in
the genealogy of a servant. There is no visihefwise men, no account of Jesus as a boy, itnstGhe
Man. There is no sermon on the mount, the onlgregice to the prophets is in our lesson todaydiMae
titles in Mark. Jesus is not recorded as king pkoederision. Matthew records Jesus a Immar@ed] with
us, not so in Mark. Mark calls Jesus master, witier the gospel writers, Lord. Mark has no idtrction,
as he begins proclaiming the gospel of Jesus ChFisat word gospel, appears 4 times Matthew, 4gim
Luke, only once in John, but 10 times in Mark.Matthew many parables, only 4 in Mark, yet Mark

emphasizes the miracles of Jesus more than thesotl&o, we look at our lesson from Mark.
THE GOSPEL

Mark opens his gospel, with a precise statementyfhe writes. This is the gospel, the good neyesd
news of salvation from Jesus. The name Jesuskes tfrom the Greek word of the Hebrew Joshua, lwhic
means The @QRD is salvation. Christ is a title, the equivalentlod Hebrew word for Messiah. Son of God an
affirmation of the deity of Jesus, that He is Go8o here is Jesus, the Lord of salvation, the s®an

Messiah, God with us.
JOHN THE BAPTIST FORETOLD TO PREPARE

Mark then moves to the first event, John the Baptisaching, skipping anything before that. A# th
gospel writers tell of John, yet tell of differeagpects. (Matt 3:1-11; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:3-16;ah19-34)
This is John the Baptist, foretold by the prophekssus in Matthew 11 indicates the ‘messengdolim the
Baptist, just like is found here in Mark. (Mat 1@)1The identification as ‘messenger’ is found ial&thi 3
verse 1, and John as the ‘voice’ in Isaiah 40 v8rs8ome manuscripts have simply the word propfagiter
then Isaiah. In any event, Mark simply left off lehi, or Isaiah as the first includes Malachijsaiah also
spoke of this and it just was not recorded. Waatniportant is John is the fulfilmentBehold, | send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your ay, (Mark 1:2, Mal 3:1), and also this:ighe voice of
one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way offte Lord, make his paths straight,” ”(Mark 1:3, Isaiah

40:3) In ancient times before the arrival of thads his envoys would travel ahead of him, pregathe



way. They would make sure the roads were safar oieobstacles and would announce the comingaroiv
the King. This ‘prepare the way of the Lord’ istr@ophysical clearing of obstacles, but a cleamnipe hearts
of obstacles that keep people from the King. T¥as to be a time of spiritual preparation. Thanesazall is
happening today. God has sent His messenger toWauhear the call in scripture, in the word ofdGas

that word is heard, is read, is proclaimed, is suegching hearts and minds. Are you listening?
A MESSAGE OF REPENTANCE

Mark tells us,* John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and claiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins: And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem weg going out to him and
were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, cofessing their sins(Mark 1:4-5) There is a call to
repentance. Matthew records John sayiriiRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.Matt 3:2
(ESV) Another words the kingdom is upon us, dowait, it is urgent that you do not delay, takd@gctless
you miss the coming kingdom, the final days arenup®. In repentance there is a turning, it mearet
converted. It is the work of the Holy Spirit. s called the same way, saying in Matthew &rom that
time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for ¢hkingdom of heaven is at hand.Matt 4:17 (ESV)
You see and recognize sin. There is regret, @awaover sin, but a godly sorrow, not a worldly rese as
Paul writes to the CorinthiangFor godly grief produces a repentance that lead®tsalvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death2 Cor 7:10 (ESV) There is a conversion, a newthaad
life of living in the repentance that God bringsirlg in His power. Matthew records of JoHnBut when he
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming te baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.Matt 3:7-8
(ESV) True conversion brings eternal life and anged life right now. This way of salvation, opeatance
is open for all to receive, apart from merit, orrlyaas it says in Ephesiansfor by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doingit is the gift of God,* not a result of works, so that
no one may boast(Eph 2:8-10 (ESV) and then what results, the vemxt verse For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good workswhich God prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them. Eph 2:8-10 (ESV) Are you prepared? Have youdé#ee call of repentance to receive the
finished work of Christ and to live in His poweBe His messenger. May God indeed grant this @llus

In His name we pray, AMEN. May the peace of Guat passes all understanding, keep your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus. AMEN.



