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“In all things I have shown you that . . . we must help the weak and remember the words of the 

Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35). And 

indeed it is. Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look 

of surprise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we love? 

And the joy written on their face when that gift is received with thanksgiving means more than 

all the gifts we have received. It is more blessed to give than to receive.  

 

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself, sparing not even His life in 

death, in order to give us back to our Father in heaven. He knew that in giving, you get more 

because in giving joy is multiplied: the one who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in 

what is given and received. What is more the one who receives is thankful and only wants to 

give back to the one who gave so generously. 

 

So also with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because we have received from 

God all that we are and all that we have. Our giving does not originate in what we must do to 

earn God’s favor. We have God’s favor because of the gift of His Son which we receive through 

Word and Sacrament. Thus, we are made free from the compulsion of giving. Now our tithes and 

offering are freely given in thanksgiving for what God has so generously given to us.  

 

Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the church always seem 

stretched so thin? After all the Church is the place where God not only gives to us once, but 

continually again and again. And what gifts He gives! He gives us the forgiveness of sins, 

generously pouring out His grace and mercy because He loves us. So why does the church 

struggle? 

 

It is because sin still clings to us. Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads us to 

believe that we can have our cake and eat it too. Because of sin we want to receive, but not give. 

We want God's blessings, but we don’t want to share them with those around us. We want to 

remain comfortable in our own self-contained, neat, and tidy lives, without the headaches of 

loving those around us by helping them in their time of need.  

 

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.’” Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and 

mercy, but also to use you to bless others. Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you 

have a pastor to preach the life-saving and life-giving Word of God. They ensure that the lights 

and heat and air-conditioning are working. They ensure there is water for Holy Baptism and 

bread and wine for the Holy Communion. Everything the Church does, she is able to do by and 

through the generosity of the members of the Church. 

 

So remember the words of the Lord Jesus. It is more blessed to give than to receive. And 

remember the joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your gifts 

to the church.  


