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We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves us is never alone. That is because faith is a 

living, busy, and active thing. It inhales all of God’s riches in Christ and exhales this in love and 

service to the neighbor. 

 

But who is my neighbor? God in His mercy has placed us into three distinct communities: 

society, family, and the church. That means we have a duty to those around us in each of these 

communities. We pray for the people in these three communities daily. We rejoice with them in 

times of joy and suffer with them in times of sadness. And we give to them from the income that 

God provides as we are able and as they have need. 

 

So we pay taxes to our governments so that they may do the work that is needed for our 

neighbors in society. We give to our families so that they have food and clothing, house and 

home, even educations. And we give to our church—our local congregations—so that the gospel 

may be preached and the sacraments administered for us and others.  

 

The beauty of this is that God smiles upon all that giving. When you pay your taxes, God is 

pleased that you have served your neighbor who needs what the government provides. When you 

provide for your family, God is pleased. That you have helped your neighbor with the necessities 

of life by sharing with them what He has given to you, God is pleased.  And when you give to 

your local congregation to support the ongoing preaching of the gospel, God is pleased. To all 

this giving, He says to you, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” 

 

Looking at giving in this light makes it a joy to give. The joy is multiplied. There is joy in you 

because you have served your neighbor in his need. There is joy in your neighbor for God has 

answered their prayers through you. And God rejoices and is pleased with it all. It might just 

make the humdrum of grocery shopping and mortgage payments a bit more joyous. It might even 

make April 15 tolerable (St. Paul had to have this pep talk with the Romans, also, “This is why 

you pay taxes….” Rom. 13:6). And it surely will make the envelope placed into the offering 

plate a joyful thing.  

 

Indeed God is pleased with you. You are saved by faith alone because of Jesus Christ. And that 

saving faith is never alone. It is busy and active. It serves the neighbor in society, family, and 

church with free and cheerful giving.  


