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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Service of the Word 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit (spoken responsively) Ps. 27:4–6; antiphon: Ps. 25:15 

My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 

of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his 

tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Sprit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 



 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all 

our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 

goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel John 9:1–41 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 
1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that 

this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on 

the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and 

said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 

came back seeing. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the 

man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He 

kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to 

Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is 

he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 

Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him 

how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, 

and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 

Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a 

division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since 

he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 

say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this 

is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know 

who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said 

these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should 

confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, 

“He is of age; ask him.” 
24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory 

to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not 

know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did 

he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and 

you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 

he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where 



 

he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 

if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would 

you teach us?” And they cast him out. 
35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said 

to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” 

and he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do 

not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him 

heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were 

blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church - the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sermon “Seeing and Believing” John 9:1–41 
 

Prayer of the Church   
 

Lord's Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

This bulletin is dedicated to the glory of God by Donna Schneider in honor of her mom’s 85th birthday. 

Happy birthday, Isabell Blatner! May God bless your day and keep you in His grace day by day! 
 

The hymn on the following page can be sung to the YouTube video linked on the same page where you 

downloaded/viewed this document. Or you can enter this into your internet browser: 

https://youtu.be/tKJyb_oiNOw 

 

https://youtu.be/tKJyb_oiNOw


 

Hymn of the Day # 566 By Grace I'm Saved 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? 

    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: 

By grace you too will life obtain. 
 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

    Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, 

    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

His death did for our sins atone, 

And we are saved by grace alone. 
 

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

    That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 
 

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, 

    What in His Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done 

Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone.        Public domain 


