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Holy Thursday 

The Order of Evening Prayer 

 
Opening versicles 

L Now is the time of God’s favor; 

C now is the day of salvation. 
  

L Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 

C that the light of Your face may shine on us. 
  

L May Your justice shine like the sun; 

C and may the poor be lifted up. 

 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may 

His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your 

whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:3–11 

 3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And all the people 

answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses 

wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the 

mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the 

people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And 

Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then 

he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the 



LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the 

people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with 

all these words.” 

 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they 

saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very 

heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld 

God, and ate and drank. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 26:17–30 

 17Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you 

have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to 

him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 
19And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 

 20When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21And as they were eating, he said, 

“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they were very sorrowful and began to say to 

him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me 

will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of 

Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25Judas, who would 

betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 

 26Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Sermon “Fasting from The Supper” Matthew 26:17–30 

 

Litany (Lent) LSB 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For Synod President Matthew Harrison, for District President Lucas Woodford, for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For President Donald Trump, for Governor Tim Walz, for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those 

who sing, and all the people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all first responders to medical, fire, disaster, and other emergencies that they be kept safe as 

they carry out their vocations of protection and care, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life 

to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

Collect For Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 

and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 252 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you. 

C Amen. 
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