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508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near sts. 1,3, 6
1 The day is surely drawing near And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
When Jesus, God’s anointed, And all be known as they have been
In all His power shall appear In thoughts and words and actions.
As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth, 6  May Christ our intercessor be
And flames on flames shall ravage earth And through His blood and merit
As Scripture long has warned us. Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
3 The books are opened then to all, Then we shall see Him face to face,
A record truly telling With all His saints in that blest place
What each has done, both great and small, Which He has purchased for us.
When he on earth was dwelling,
Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation 203

(P)  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution 203
(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 143:2, 5-6, 10-11; antiphon: v. 1
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done;
I ponder the work of your hands.
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I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!
For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!

Collect of the Day
(P} Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those who
trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-26
2For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. *For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves

or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. '’If the foot should say, “Because I am not a
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. '°And if the ear should
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the
body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear,
where would be the sense of smell? '*But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them,
as he chose. "°If all were a single member, where would the body be? 2°As it is, there are many parts, yet one
body.

2I'The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need
of you.” 220On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, >>and on those
parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are
treated with greater modesty, 2*which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed
the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, ’that there may be no division in the body, but that
the members may have the same care for one another. 25Tf one member suffers, all suffer together; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse Matthew 25:29a
Alleluia. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14-30
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them
his property. '°To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability.
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Then he went away. 1®He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made
five talents more. !’So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. '*But he who had received the
one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 'Now after a long time the master of
those servants came and settled accounts with them. 2?And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five
talents more.” 2'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a
little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” ?And he also who had the two talents
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” **His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” >**He also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you
scattered no seed, 2so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.” °But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have
not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 2’Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from
him and give it to him who has the ten talents. *’For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will
have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

783 Take My Life and Let It Be

1  Take my life and let it be 3 Take my voice and let me sing
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; Always, only for my King;
Take my moments and my days, Take my lips and let them be
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. Filled with messages from Thee.
2 Take my hands and let them move 4  Take my silver and my gold,
At the impulse of Thy love; Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my feet and let them be Take my intellect and use
Swift and beautiful for Thee. Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it Thine, 6  Take my love, my Lord, I pour
It shall be no longer mine; At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, Take myself, and I will be
It shall be Thy royal throne. Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Public domain

Sermon “Thanksgiving for So Many Talents” Matthew 25:14-30
Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.
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