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Welcome 

 

367 - Angels from the Realms of Glory sts. 1, ref, 2–3 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

 

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation 

P “Fear not: for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  

C  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (KJV) 
 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we 

have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Prophecy Isaiah 7:14; 9:6–7; 11:1, 10 

 7:14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel. 

9:6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 11:1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire,  

  and his resting place shall be glorious. 

 

361 - O Little Town of Bethlehem sts. 1, 4 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Epistle Titus 3:4–7 

 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works 

done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of 

the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by 

his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Solo: O Holy Night  Laura Haack 
 

Holy Gospel - The Birth of Jesus According to St. Luke  Luke 2:1–7 (KJV) 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world 

should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be 

taxed, every one into his own city.  

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which 

is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused 

wife, being great with child.  

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 

brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn.  
 

365 - Away in a Manger 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Christmas Reading, part 2  Luke 2:8–14 (KJV) 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 

were sore afraid.  

And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 

to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this 

shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory 

to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

 

368 - Angels We Have Heard on High 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 

    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 



Page 4 of 5 

Christmas Reading, part 3  Luke 2:15–20 (KJV) 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, 

“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 

known unto us.”  

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had 

seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard 

it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

380 - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, 

    Offspring of a virgin’s womb.   

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

    Light and life to all He brings, 

    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
 

Text: Public domain 
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Sermon “Jesus: The Branch of Jesse’s Stump” Isaiah 11:1, 10 

 

387 - Joy to the World sts. 1, 3–4 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow    

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

363 - Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar,      

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

    Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 

    Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

A special thanks to the extra voices who accompanied this service recording to help sing with you in these 

joyous hymns of Christmas! 
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