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The Baptism of Our Lord

407 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord

1

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord,
To do His Father’s pleasure;

Baptized by John, the Father’s Word
Was given us to treasure.

This heav’nly washing now shall be
A cleansing from transgression

And by His blood and agony
Release from death’s oppression.

A new life now awaits us.

These truths on Jordan’s banks were shown
By mighty word and wonder.

The Father’s voice from heav’n came down,
Which we do well to ponder:

“This man is My beloved Son,
In whom My heart has pleasure.

Him you must hear, and Him alone,
And trust in fullest measure

The word that He has spoken.”

sts. 1-3

O hear and mark the message well,

For God Himself has spoken.
Let faith, not doubt, among us dwell

And so receive this token.
Our Lord here with His Word endows

Pure water, freely flowing.
God’s Holy Spirit here avows

Our kinship while bestowing
The Baptism of His blessing.

Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003085
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Invocation
(P) In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation
(P)  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

® =

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be

merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
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Absolution LSB 203
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Reading Matthew 2:1-12
"Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the east came to Jerusalem, “saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; “and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. >They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6« And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found
him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” ®After listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. '"When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. !'And going
into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. >’And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here

1 The star proclaims the King is here; 2 The eastern sages saw from far
But, Herod, why this senseless fear? And followed on His guiding star;
For He who offers heav’nly birth And, led by light, to light they trod
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. And by their gifts confessed their God.
3 Within the Jordan’s sacred flood 4  And oh, what miracle divine,
The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood When water reddened into wine!
That He, of whom no sin was known, He spoke the word, and forth it flowed
Might cleanse His people from their own. In streams that nature ne’er bestowed.

5  For this Thy glad epiphany
All glory, Jesus, be to Thee,
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Spirit evermore.

Text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son
and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling



as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:1-7

'But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
“Because you are precious in my eyes,
and honored, and I love you,
I give men in return for you,
peoples in exchange for your life.
SFear not, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you.
°I will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Do not withhold;
bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the end of the earth,
"everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 6:1-11
"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we
who died to sin still live in it? *Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. ®°We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. ’For one who has died has been set free
from sin. ®Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. *We know that Christ
being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. °For the death he
died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. ''So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 3:15-22
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

I5As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Christ, '°John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than
I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. "His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

1850 with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. !°But Herod the tetrarch, who had
been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done,
20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.

2'Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heavens were opened, 2?and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came
from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.



Sit

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

1

To Jordan’s river came our Lord,

The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,
The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood

And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove,
Descended on Him from above.

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Savior came to be baptized—
The Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will
And all His righteousness fulfill.

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous
sound

Came God’s own voice with words profound:
“This is My Son,” was His decree,

“The one I love, who pleases Me.”

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003085

LSB 208



(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us
and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we
might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore

praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

Pax Domini

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei
1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Sit
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No Distribution Hymns today

The Dismissal
(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211

1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.



594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
1  God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!

3 Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!

5 There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ;
I’m a child of paradise!

Acknowledgments

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:

I am baptized into Christ!

I have comfort even stronger:

Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me

In a dear forgiving flood,

Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

Death, you cannot end my gladness:
I am baptized into Christ!

When I die, I leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003085
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